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Thomas Pringle, 08
Thomas was awarded his bachelor’s
degree in philosophy from St. John
Vianney College Seminary in
Miami, and is now pursuing his
master’s in divinity from St. Vincent
de Paul Regional Seminary in
Boynton Beach.

H sandra Canzio, ’°09
Sandra is a licensed Realtor who
enjoys helping people find their
dream homes (third from left).

Bl Pierina Nuiez, 09

Pierina’s paintings and sculptures
have been exhibited at the Orlando
Museum of Art, the Gallery at
Avalon Island in downtown Orlando
and the Osceola Arts Center. Most
recently, Miami’s prestigious Art
Basel commissioned Pierina to create
amural in the famous Wynwood
Art District of Miami during its
upcoming show in December.

Mark Kenneth Berrios-
Ayala, ’11

Mark is a law clerk for the Honorable
Judge Migna Sanchez-Llorens in
Florida’s Eleventh Judicial Circuit
Court, while attending Florida
International University College

of Law in Miami.

Laura (Enriquez)
Skelton, 11

Laura Enriquez married Brian
Skelton in April, and also welcomed

their first child.

Michelle Porto, ’14
Michelle is pursuing a psychology
degree at the University of
Central Florida.

Carlos Xavier Sanchez, ’15
(Not pictured)

Carlos is attending Rollins College as
an economics major while working
for Bank of America.
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Let Everyone
Know What
You’ve Been
Up To!

To be featured in Class Notes, visit
valenciacollege.edu/alumni/class_
notes and fill in the submission form
or mail to: Class Notes Editor, Valencia
Alumni Association, 1768 Park Center

Dr., Orlando, FL 32835.

The Alumni Association can also help
to spread the word! Let us know about
your meetups, networking events,
annual retreats, reunions and save-the-
dates that your fellow alumni might
like to attend or did attend with you.
Whether it’s getting a group together
for sporting events, charity fundraisers,
a day at the parks or just brunch and
lunch, let us know. And if you send
pictures, we might just include them
in the next issue. We can share your
adventures and good times with our
readers, so that next time they can plan

on joining in on the fun!

And don’t forget: If you have an idea
for a future article, please contact

the Alumni Association. Send all
suggestions to:

alumni@valenciacollege.edu

BOOST YOUR

CAREER POTENTIAL.
b

Whether you're looking to update your skills, prepare for a
new position or career, or learn a new language, we offer a
wide range of continuing education courses, seminars and
certifications to help you reach your goals. Designed for
working professionals, our courses are offered during the
workweek, in the evenings, on weekends and online.

Receive 20% off all continuing education courses.

Just mention “Valencia Alumni.”

VALENCIA_OLLEGE

A smarter way.

valenciacollege.edu/continuinged
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Social media guru Josh Murdock shares
some tips and best practices for networking
in an increasingly digital world.

Josh Murdock, or Professor Josh as he’s known

on social media and in the classroom, is an
instructional designer at Valencia and an associate
faculty member who teaches Social Networking
for Job Search. He is actively involved on social
media and in person with many technology-
related groups in Orlando, including FLBlogCon
and Startup Weekend Orlando. He also serves on
the board of directors for the Valencia Foundation.

Complete your profile. Follow your interests.

‘The more information you provide, the easier it is Join a group on Facebook, LinkedIn or

for people to get to know you and find common Meetup.com to connect with people with shared
connections or, in the case of LinkedIn, for interests and your relationships will likely grow
recruiters to decide if they want to hire you. Include from there.

a profile image so people can put a face to a name.
Build on your in-person networks.

Be strategic about your network. . ‘ Many clubs, volunteer organizations and even

Go for quality over quantity when it comes to your conferences have social media accounts. Follow the
connections. Connect with those who will help ones you're involved with to continue conversations
you learn, meet your goals or who share a common and stay connected between meetings.

career focus or personal interest.
Practice social karma.

Reach out to new contacts. Make a point to comment on, like and share posts
When trying to network with someone new, send a from others in your network. That way, when you
personal message stating why you want to connect. want the same from them, they’ll be happy to help.
You may not get a response right away, so don’t be
afraid to follow up. Start Networking.

© connect with Josh.
Choose your platforms wisely. Twitter: @professorjosh
You don’t need to have a presence on LinkedlIn, Facebook: facebook.com/professorjosh
Facebook, Twitter and everything in between to o Connect with Valencia.
network successfully. Be realistic about how many Twitter: @valenciacollege
accounts you can keep up with and choose the Facebook: facebook.com/valenciacollege

platforms that work best for your purposes.
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FOUNDATION SPOTLIGHT

Promoting
Women in Engineering

With money from a Duke Energy
Foundation scholarship, students are
better able to focus on their studies.

//BY LINDA SHRIEVES BEATY

It’s tough to juggle a part-time
job with a college schedule. It’s
even tougher when you're studying
engineering—a very demanding
curriculum.

For Maryam Atallah, the schedule
was grueling. While studying
engineering at Valencia and taking
classes four days a week, she was also
working five days a week at the Apple
Store at a nearby mall.

But thanks to a scholarship from
the Duke Energy Foundation,
Maryam was able to cut back her
work hours and focus more on
her studies. Scholarship recipients
are awarded $4,275 ayear up to a
maximum of four consecutive years.
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For Maryam, who’s 21 and now
studying aerospace engineering at
the University of Central Florida,
the money not only gives her more
time to study—it has helped her
pay for a four-month study abroad
program in Germany, where
she is currently taking classes
in automotive, mechanical and
aerospace engineering.

“This scholarship is making a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity come
true!” says Maryam.

Like Maryam, Shakira Cummings
works as many hours as she can at
Universal Studios—where you can
find her working behind the counter
at the Three Broomsticks Pub—but
it’s tough juggling an engineering
curriculum with work. So she was
relieved when she learned she’d
won a scholarship from the Duke
Energy Foundation.

“With engineering courses,
it’s really hard to work and go to
school. Some people do it, but I'm
one of those people who gets easily
overwhelmed,” says Shakira, a former
biology major turned engineering
major. “I have to work harder at
everything because everything’s
math-based. But with the
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Shakira Cummings

scholarship, I was able to work less
and spend more time studying.”

Shakira, who’s 22, started her
college career as a biology major at
Florida State University. But after a
year at FSU, it was too expensive to
stay in Tallahassee. So she moved
home, got a job and started taking
classes at Valencia College. Here,
she dabbled in a lot of majors—
psychology, sociology, journalism.

“I tried everything and I
thought, ‘Maybe I should just
go back to pre-med.” Thanks to
Valencia professors Jose Garcia and
Boris Nguyen, she discovered she
loved calculus—and soon changed
her major to engineering,.

Now in her first semester at UCF,
Shakira is taking three classes and
two labs in computer engineering. “I
thought it was a light load, but with
the labs and the lab reports and the
regular homework, it’s very time-
consuming,” Shakira says.

That’s why the Duke Energy
scholarships have been invaluable
to recipients such as Maryam and
Shakira. Designated specifically
for women studying engineering,
they are part of Duke’s efforts to
diversify the engineering workforce.

And at Valencia, where 16 percent
of the current engineering majors
are women, the scholarships have
made a large impact. For the 2013-
14 and 2014-15 academic years, a
total of $150,000 was awarded to 40
deserving students.

For Duke Energy, the scholarships
are designed to help develop a future
workforce, not just for Duke but for
businesses within the areas served
by the company.

“Recognizing our workforce is
more diverse today than ever before,
we approach diversity and inclusion
as a strategy for business success. We
execute that strategy through our
philanthropy by helping to provide
access to post-secondary education
for under-represented populations
as well as first-generation college
students,” says Debbie Clements,
government and community relations
manager for Duke Energy. “Given
the fact that women are still largely
under-represented in the engineering
field and Valencia has proven success
in serving a very diverse population,
our grant to the college aligns
perfectly with those things most
important to Duke Energy.”
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tay Connected.

Join the Alumni Association. It’s the best way to know what’s going

e

Dick Batchelor, °’70
President,
valenciacollege.edu/alumni or contact us at 407-582-3426. Dick Batchelor Management Group
Orlando, Florida
Valencia Alumni Association Member

on with Valencia, other alumni and the community—and it’s free!
For a list of member benefits and to apply, please visit our website at



