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Jon Arguello, 09

Jon was appointed CEO of PBM
Specialties, a manufacturer of laser
engraved specialty products. He left
Valencia to earn his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees, and later graduated
law school in the top 25 percent of
his class.

B Rebecca Galarza, 09
Rebecca Galarza is an actor, singer,
dancer, and model in Orlando. She
can currently be seen in “Let’s Be
Cops” with Daymon Wayans Jr. and
Jake Johnson. She also appeared in
“The Investigator,” which opened in
select theaters last fall.

Alexandra Heidler, ’09
Alexandra is enrolled in the master’s
program at Syracuse University

in New York for Library and
Information Sciences. She also leads
a student organization that hosted an
“Edible Banned Book Fair,” where on
display were edible representations of
books that had been banned in the
United States.

A Mark Berrios-Ayala, ’11
Mark is enrolled at Florida
International University College

of Law where he plans to graduate
in 2017.

Shardeh Berry, *12

Shardeh is working on a Masters

in Emergency Management, while
interning with the Seminole County
office of Emergency Management.
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H 1smael Charrouf, ’12
Ismael Charrouf is finishing his

last semester at the University of
Central Florida, majoring in Latin
American Studies with a minor in
Middle Eastern Studies. Over the
course of his time at UCE, Ismael
has participated in a number of
international programs and has
gotten the opportunity to travel
and represent his school abroad.
Last summer he went to Istanbul
as winner of the “High and Dry:
Addressing the Middle East Water
Challenge” essay contest, where

he met with American, Arab and
Turkish experts on water scarcity in
the Middle East from both the public
and private sectors. The conference
was sponsored by the Prince
Mohammad Bin Fahd Program for
Strategic Research and Studies at
UCE where Ismael has been

Bl Tasha Marshall, ’12
I am a new mommy to Raelynn Rae
born on October 4, 2014. I am in
my second semester at the University
of Florida pursuing a degree in
Sports Management while preparing
for the graduation of my oldest
daughter, Alexandra, who will attend
Valencia in the fall.

awarded the program fellowship
this semester, focusing the core of
his research on Saudi food security.
Most recently, Ismael was chosen
to compete in the 16th annual
London International Model
United Nations conference as part
of a team of 12 students from

the United Nations Association

at UCE There he represented the
Sudan in the League of Arab States,
this being the first year that the

committee was simulated in Arabic.

Ismael is currently also working on
the capstone project for his Latin
American Studies degree which
will discuss the concerns over the
newly proposed Nicaragua Canal
and the opportunities it presents to
that country.

Leonardo Rodriguez, ’12
Leonardo is finishing a bachelor’s
degree in psychology at UCF and
plans to graduate this summer. Along
with school, he works as a student
services advisor at Valencia.

Alejandra Ascanio, ’13
Alejandra is pursuing a bachelor’s
degree in psychology with a minor
in marketing at UCE while working
as a career peer advisor with Career
Services and a research assistant

for the office of Counseling and
Psychological Services.

Marcee Stofflet, ’13
Marcee graduated summa cum
laude from DeVry University
with a bachelor’s degree in
technical management.
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To be featured in Class Notes, visit valenciacollege.edu/alumni/class_
notes and fill in the submission form or mail to: Class Notes Editor, Valencia
Alumni Association, 1768 Park Center Dr., Orlando, FL 32835.

The Alumni Association can also help to spread the word! Let us know about your
meetups, networking events, annual retreats, reunions and save-the-dates that your
fellow alumni might like to attend or did attend with you. Whether it’s getting a
group together for sporting events, charity fundraisers, a day at the parks or just
brunch and lunch, let us know. And if you send pictures, we might just include
them in the next issue. We can share your adventures and good times with our

readers, so that next time they can plan on joining in on the fun!

And don’t forget: If you have an idea for a future article, please contact the Alumni

Association. Send all suggestions to: alumni@valenciacollege.edu

BOOST YOUR

- EER POTENTIAL.

.
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Whether you're looking to update your skills, prepare for a new position
or career, or learn a new language, we offer a wide range of continuing
education courses, seminars and certifications to help you reach your

7\
goals. Designed for working professionals, our courses are offered during VALEN IAJ OLLEGE

the workweek, in the evenings, on weekends and online.

A smarter way.
Receive 20% off all continuing education courses.

Just mention “Valencia Alumni.” valenciacollege.edu/continuinged
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HOW TO GET
THE MOST

OUT OF YOUR

== | ==

STAY

Don’t rely on third-party websites.
While you can find a lot of good deals online,
third-party travel websites don’t always have
the best communication with hotels. It’s not
uncommon for those reservations to get lost or
mixed up.

Call the hotel directly for the best
results—and rates.

You can avoid the runaround if you deal directly
with the hotel. And, nowadays, most hotels will
match the prices you find online. Skip the hotel
chain’s 1-800 number and call the property
where you'll be staying for the best rates and
room availability.

Make any special requests upon
reservation.

Requests could include a crib or rollaway bed,
smoking or non-smoking room, or a room with
a special view. If you wait until check-in to make
requests, it will be a matter of first-come, first-
served and you could lose out.

Ask for discounts.
Most hotels will offer discounts that aren’t
advertised, such as corporate rates, AAA and

AARP discounts, or their own specials—if you ask.

Professor Jim Inglis has served as Valencia’s
program director for hospitality and tourism for
15 years and also teaches housekeeping and front
desk operations. He has more than 20 years of
hotel management experience, having worked
for Hilton and the Choice Hotels group. He also
serves on the Board of Directors for the Florida
Restaurant and Lodging Association and the
Central Florida Hotel and Lodging Association.

The best time for an upgrade

is at check-in.

Sometimes, for just a little more money, you can
get a much nicer room. Talk to the front desk
clerk to see what rooms are still available and if
they would be willing to work a deal with you.
More than likely, they'd rather give you a discount

than have an empty room.

Beware of hidden resort fees.

Resort fees aren’t indicated in the advertised room
rate and could add $20 a day to your stay for
things you might not even use, like a fitness
center, pool or daily newspaper delivery.
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FOUNDATION SPOTLIGHT

Passion .
and Promise

Valencia’s Distinguished Graduate is
Chasing Her Dreams Far From Florida

//BY LINDA SHRIEVES BEATY

Rebecca Nash’s journey to college started,
unbelievably, when she dropped out of
high school.

Yet Rebecca, who is the 2014-15 Mary Smedley

Collier Distinguished Graduate, succeeded by
following her passions and her conscience.

Her odyssey started when she dropped out
of high school and went to work in a card shop
to help support her family when her father was
seriously ill.

But selling greeting cards wasn't fulfilling.
So in her free time, Rebecca earned her GED
and began volunteering at a domestic violence
shelter in Broward County. There, she became
a peer facilitator for 14 teenage girls—many of
whom had been kidnapped from their villages in
the Democratic Republic of Congo and sold to
human traffickers.

Their stories of sexual violence and rape
camps—where many were raped by soldiers—
pained Rebecca, who'd spent much of her life
learning of the Holocaust from her father, a
Russian Jew. “I think what stuck with me was
that this wasn’t considered out of the norm,” said
Rebecca. “Women are targeted in the Congo.”

Mary Smedley Collier, Valencia’s first
Distinguished Graduate

Rebecca Nash

She vowed to do something about the atrocities
there. After her father recovered, Rebecca moved
to Orlando and enrolled at Valencia, living on a
bare-bones budget, but passionate about classes.
Here, she met Professor Michael Savage, a former
British military officer who teaches a course on
the history of genocide.

After attending a campus discussion on the
current conflict in Syria, Rebecca stopped to
speak to Savage, whod served on the panel. As
Rebecca explained her work with the Congolese
teens and her desire to help the women of
Central Africa, Savage suggested she major in
gendercide—the study of genocide targeted
specifically against women.

With Savage as her mentor, Rebecca conducted
research on the Congo, its relationship to
the Rwandan genocide and wrote papers and
presented workshops that wowed Valencia
professors. After leading a workshop on Africa’s
“silenced voices” last fall, she received a standing
ovation from students and faculty.

Savage, meanwhile, challenged Rebecca to
write papers that would be considered graduate
school work. “He was phenomenal when it came

to guiding me,” Rebecca says. “He pushed me
harder than I'd ever been pushed.” Savage handed
her stacks of books to read, demanded better
writing and helped her set a career goal—to
become a genocide analyst for the United Nations.
Now 20 years old, Rebecca will skip her final
two years of undergraduate study and will start
classes this fall as a graduate student at Royal
Holloway, University of London, where she has
been offered a full scholarship and the chance to
study with the world’s leading genocide scholars.
And as the Mary Smedley Collier
Distinguished Graduate, Rebecca continues
the legacy of Mary Collier, Valencia’s first
Distinguished Graduate, who passed away in
2011. Collier, who with her husband built an
Orlando auto dealership and raised four children,
returned to college in her 50s, earning an A.A. at
Valencia in 1982.
As the Distinguished Graduate, Rebecca
will also deliver the commencement address
and will receive a $1,500 award from the
Valencia Alumni Association.
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Stay Connected.

4 Join the Alumni Association. It’s the best way to know what’s going

% on with Valencia, other alumni and the community—and it’s free!
Fernando Beltran ’88
Engagement Manager,

Disney Institute valenciacollege.edu/alumni or contact us at 407-582-3426.
Orlando, Florida

Valencia Alumni Association Member

For a list of member benefits and to apply, please visit our website at



