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5  Sahadeo Ramjatan, ’10
Sahadeo is a graduate student at the 
University of Florida studying aerospace 
engineering in the area of thermal 
sciences and fluid dynamics. He is 
currently interning at NASA’s Goddard 
Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, MD. 
He plans to pursue a PhD in aerospace 
engineering in 2016.
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Let Everyone 
Know What 
You’ve Been 
Up To!
To be featured in Class Notes, visit 
valenciacollege.edu/alumni/
class_notes and fill in the submission 
form or mail to: Class Notes Editor, 
Valencia Alumni Association, 1768 
Park Center Dr., Orlando, FL 32835.

The Alumni Association can also help 
to spread the word! Let us know about 
your meetups, networking events, 
annual retreats, reunions and save-the-
dates that your fellow alumni might 
like to attend or did attend with you. 
Whether it’s getting a group together 
for sporting events, charity fundraisers, 
a day at the parks or just brunch and 
lunch, let us know. And if you send 
pictures, we might just include them 
in the next issue. We can share your 
adventures and good times with our 
readers, so that next time they can plan 
on joining in on the fun!  

And don’t forget: If you have an idea 
for a future article, please contact 
the Alumni Association. Send all 
suggestions to:  
alumni@valenciacollege.edu
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8  Lindsay Bradley, ’14
Lindsay is pursuing dual degrees in 
both marketing and communication 
studies at Stetson University.

Ambar Aguero, ’16
Ambar is a radiologic imaging 
sciences major whose ultimate life 
goal is to become a radiologist. 

6  Liliana Calvillo, ’11
Liliana graduated from UCF with a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting and 
has accepted an offer to join Deloitte 
in Atlanta next year.

7  Jonathan Simpson, ’11
Jonathan recently completed 
his second Big Four accounting 
internship in Atlanta this summer and 
was made an offer to start full time 
next year as an auditor for Deloitte.

Jessica Flinn, ’12
Jessica’s catering company, 
Gourmet Today, was featured in 
the August issue of Lake & Sumter 
Style Magazine.

Millie Acevedo, ’13
Millie is a registered nurse with 
Florida Hospital and is pursuing her 
bachelor’s degree in nursing at UCF.



32   VITAE, FALL 2014 valenciacollege.edu/vitae

1. Do your research.
Google image search is a great tool for 
scouting shoot locations. Search for 
“Florida wildlife” and use the results 
to find out what types of animals 
people are finding where. 

2. Bring the right gear.
A DSLR camera is standard for 
beginner-professionals. You’ll need 
at least a 300mm lens, but longer is 
better for bringing animal subjects 
close without getting close. A tripod 
is also recommended for stabilization 
and shooting in lower light. 

3. Dress appropriately.
Long sleeves, pants and hiking boots 
will protect you from sun and insects, 
and are suited for crawling along the 
ground, hiding in brush and wading in 
water or mud to get that perfect shot. 

4. Get eye level.
Your photographs will feel more 
natural if they’re at eye level. If your 
subject is on the ground, lay down. If 
they’re in a tree, back away or find a 
higher position. 

5. Go early—or late.
You’ll get your best shots within two 
hours after sunrise and before sunset. 
Wildlife is more active at these times 
of day and there are less dark shadows 
and bright glare to interfere with your 
photos. Plus, sunrises and sunsets 
make for beautiful landscapes.

6. Anticipate animal behavior.
Don’t waste a shot on a bird standing 
stock-still in the water. It’s probably 
hunting. If you wait, you could catch 
it spearing a fish. Learn this type 
of behavior by studying online and 
through experience from each outing.

7. “Point your shadow.”
You can make the best use of natural 
lighting by “pointing your shadow” at 
your subject—keeping the sun at your 
back so that your subject is fully lit. 

Great nature shots don’t happen 
accidentally. To plan for them, take 
some advice from award-winning 
nature photographer Jack Rogers.

How To Take Stunning 
Nature Photographs

Jack Rogers teaches science and nature 

photography on the East Campus. He is an award-

winning, published bird and nature photographer. 

Some of his favorite shoot locations are the 

Viera Wetlands and the Merritt Island National 

Wildlife Refuge. For more examples of his work, 

visit: pbase.com/paleojack. For a complete 

introduction to nature photography, including 

field trips, sign up for his nature photography 

class offered at Valencia this spring. 

Bird photography by Jack Rogers
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At an age when most kids say they 
want to be a fireman or a movie 
star when they grow up, Naomie 
Saintoiry knew precisely what she 
wanted to be: A doctor.
	 And she has never wavered.
	 Because both of her younger 
siblings were born prematurely, 
Naomie visited them in the  
neonatal intensive-care unit of 
the local hospital. Moved by that 
experience, she wants to become  
a neonatal pediatrician.
	 But the path to medical school 
isn’t easy—or cheap. The 19-year-
old, who lives in Poinciana, started 
classes at Valencia in the summer. 
	 Originally, Naomie planned to 
attend the University of Central 

Florida. However, during high 
school, as she watched her father 
work many hours of overtime to 
save for her college education— 
she reconsidered. Her older cousins, 
both Valencia graduates, persuaded 
Naomie to begin her education at 
Valencia’s Osceola Campus. 
	 “Tuition was much cheaper 
here—which is especially important 
if I go to medical school,” said 
Naomie, whose parents both work 
at a local hospital. “And I don’t want 
to put a lot of financial pressure on 
my parents. My family has enough 
strain. My sister is diabetic and her 
medication is expensive, so I felt I 
should come here.” 
	 Naomie, whose parents 
immigrated to the United States 
from Haiti, won scholarships  
that covered her tuition. And  
thanks to a $1,000 Valencia 
Foundation grant for first-
generation college students, she has 
money to pay for her books for a full 
year. Now she’s looking forward to 
continuing her studies for a degree 
in biomedical science. “Although 
I initially wanted to go to UCF, 
I don’t see it as a sacrifice (being 
at Valencia) because I like it here 
anyway,” says Naomie. “I like the 
small class sizes and there are lots  
of activities to get involved in.”
	 Just as Naomie used the $1,000 

first-generation scholarship to 
cover the cost of her books, that’s 
also the plan for another first-
generation scholarship recipient, 
Ruben Olaverria. 
	 Ruben, who’s 19, dreams of 
earning a degree in criminal justice, 
becoming a detective and ultimately 
working for the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security. Originally from 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, Ruben moved 
with his mother and three siblings to 
Florida in 2012 and graduated from 
high school a year later. 
	 The family came to Florida 
because opportunities for the 
Olaverria children were slim,  
as the recession dried up the 
economy in the Virgin Islands.  
Here, Ruben says, there are  
more opportunities. 
	 When Ruben was accepted 
into Valencia’s Bridges to Success 
program, his mother, who never  
got the chance to attend college, 
was elated. “She was really excited,” 
recalls Ruben, whose tuition is  
paid through the Bridges program. 
“She said, ‘You’re going to college!’” 
	 And now, with the help from the 
$1,000 first-generation scholarship, 
Ruben can pay for books for the fall 
and spring semesters.
	 “I’m very happy to be at Valencia,” 
says Ruben, “because the college has 
given me many opportunities.”

Naomie Saintoiry

Ruben Olaverria

Making Ends Meet 
       for first-generation 
    college students
             // B Y  L I N D A  S H R I E V E S  B E A T Y
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Stay Connected.

Valencia Alumni Association

P.O. Box 3028
Orlando, FL 32802–3028
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Tammy Lamm ’84 
Vice President, 
American Ad Specialties
Orlando, Florida
Valencia Alumni Association Member

Join the Alumni Association. It’s the best way to know what’s going 
on with Valencia, other alumni and the community—and it’s free! 
For a list of member benefits and to apply, please visit our website at 
valenciacollege.edu/alumni or contact us at 407-582-3426.


