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In pictures

Above: Students showed their support for 
Venezuela at a March event to raise awareness 
for anti-government protests taking place. 
Right: Valencia staff volunteers built bird boxes 
to donate to the Audubon Society.

Croatian classical guitar virtuoso 
Ana Vidovic performed in concert 
in February.
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Students from Nancy Jay’s 
drawing class sketched scenes 

around East Campus.  

Students played intramural 
volleyball in the East  
Campus gym.
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Class notes

1  �Cynthia Hinson  
Graham, ’72

Cynthia published her first book, 
“Help! It Still Hurts,” to enable 
church leaders and congregations to 
become more effective in addressing 
the impact of pastoral transition. 
Cynthia, who resides in Orlando,  
is a mother of three adult sons, a  
retired Orange County Public 
Schools educator, and a minister  
and consultant.

2  Mitch Jacobson, ’90
Mitch has been a broadcast editor 
for 17 years and at MTV the past 
year working on shows like “Wild ’N 
Out,” “Guy Code” and the “Woodie 
Awards.” He also edits live shows as 
a technical director as seen in this 
picture from “The On-Line Music 
Awards,” a 24-hour live show.

3  �Mavis (Lori)  
Paschal, ’94, ’12

Mavis received her Bachelor of 
Science in Engineering Technology at 
Seminole State, graduating on May 
4. She’s worked as a student lab aide 
in the CAD/Design Lab at Seminole 
State’s Oviedo campus since 
September 2013. She has a freelance 
job lined up as an exhibit drafter and 
hopes to have a full-time job soon.

4  �Jessica Zuniga, ’99
After owning a freelance court 
reporting and marketing company, 
Jessica is now the senior partnership 
marketing representative for  
Visit Orlando, responsible for 
promoting the Orlando destination 
in the United States, Canada and 
Latin America.

5  �Jon Christopher  
Frashier, ’01

Since graduating in 2001 from 
Valencia with an A.A. degree, Jon 
received a bachelor’s degree from 
Florda State University in 2003, lived 
in Japan for a few years, returned 
home to receive an MBA, and is now 
working as an IT project manager for 
the state of Florida. 

6  �David Torre, ’02
David was recently promoted  
to director of gift planning at  
Rollins College. His philanthropic 
case study on The Alfond Inn at 
Rollins College was published in the 
January 2014 issue of the journal 
Planned Giving Today.
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7  �Kerry Gordon, ’03
Kerry’s novel “Blind Sky” was 
published in March and is available 
on Amazon.

8  �Samuel Realista, ’04
Samuel has been managing a  
small company called Real  
Health America since 2012. He 
also manages the health of dialysis 
patients in Central Florida for  
several nephrologists and does  
rounds at Florida Hospital for  
renal consults. Samuel is married 
with an 18-month-old son. He 
recently graduated with a Doctor 
of Nursing Practice degree from the 
University of Florida and is now 
working on a research project for 
the National Kidney Foundation 
and the University of Florida that 
was accepted for publication by the 
American Journal of Chronic  
Kidney Diseases. 

9  �Noelia Maldonado  
Rodriguez, ’05

Noelia, Valencia alumna  
and employee, and husband  
Neftali Acevedo, welcomed a  
baby girl. Noelani Valentina  
Acevedo Maldonado was born  
on Nov. 19, 2013, weighing  
5.15 lbs, and measuring 19 inches. 
“We are completely overjoyed at  
her arrival. Our family is now 
complete,” said Noelia.  

10  Marcy Porter, ’05
As a registered mental health 
counselor for the state of Florida, 
Marcy currently serves the local 
community as an outpatient clinician 
and targeted case manager. 

11  Arya Eskamani, ’07
After receiving his bachelor’s  
degree from the University of  
Central Florida and his master’s 
from Florida Atlantic University, 
Arya worked as project manager for 
AssistRX, a local pharmaceutical 
consulting firm. Now in South 
Florida, he serves as the marketing 
analyst for KEMET Electronics 
Corporation, the world’s leading 
provider of capacitors and electrical 
circuit components. Arya is excited 
for this next chapter, and is grateful 
to Valencia for providing him with 
his first taste of higher education.
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12  �Jon Strong, ’07
Jon Strong (center) of Strong 
Films won two gold Addys and 
the 2014 Best of Show award from 
the Orlando American Advertising 
Federation at its annual Addy Awards 
gala. This is the second year in a row 
that Strong’s firm won Best of Show.

13  �Sommer Amer, ’08
Sommer is the business manager at 
Chase Back Up Day Care Center in 
Columbus, Ohio, where she enjoys 
helping children and seeing their 
smiling faces. She is also pursuing her 
master’s in elementary education.

14  �Zia-ur-Rehman Ansari, ’10
Zia completed his Master of 
Science degree in Higher Education 
Leadership and Administration from 
Capella University in March 2014.
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CLASS NOTES

15  Shannon Murdock, ’10
In November, Shannon Jackson 
married Josh Murdock, a Valencia 
instructional designer. Shannon 
works in admission and records on 
Valencia’s West Campus.

16  Bernard Huggins, ’11
Bernard recently enrolled in the 
Master of Science in Leadership 
program at Nova Southeastern 
University, Millenia Campus. He 
also works as a student development 
advisor and volunteer coordinator for 
Valencia College, Osceola Campus. 

17  Krystal Pherai, ’12
After completing a service learning 
internship with Valencia’s Peace 
and Justice Initiative, Krystal was 
offered the staff assistant position 
in the Peace and Justice Office. As 
part of her work, she co-founded 
and coordinates the Peace and 
Justice Ambassadors, and pursues 
her bachelor’s in interdisciplinary 
studies at the University of Central 
Florida. Krystal is a new member of 
the League of Women Voters and is 
partnering with Second Harvest Food 
Bank, as she is actively engaged in 
justice issues in our community.

Frances Ann Dowdell, ’13
Frances is working for Florida 
Hospital in a medical telemetry unit. 
She is looking forward to starting 
her Bachelor of Science in nursing 
this summer as well as working on 
Valencia Honors Alumni activities to 
build a stronger honors alumni.

18  Trina Gregory-Propst, ’13
In October, Trina opened a  
bakeshop called Se7enbites in 
downtown Orlando in the Milk 
District. She describes it as a “sweet 
and savory bakeshop that serves 
breakfast and lunch.”

19  Yassir Baroudi, ’14
Yassir graduated from Valencia  
this spring and will move on to  
a university. He plans to stay 
connected through the Valencia 
Alumni Association and through his 
position as a curriculum assistant at 
the West Campus. 

Robert Stio, ’11
Rob decided to spend his last semester at Rollins 
College in South America, studying at the 
Universidad del Belgrano in Buenos Aires. You can 
read about his backpacking journey via his blog:
http://buenosairesybeyond.blogspot.com/
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BOOST YOUR 
CAREER 

POTENTIAL.

Whether you’re looking to update your skills, prepare for a new position or career, 
or learn a new language, we offer a wide range of continuing education courses, seminars 

and certifications to help you reach your goals. Designed for working professionals, 
our courses are offered during the workweek, in the evenings, on weekends and online.

Receive 20% off all continuing education courses. Just mention “Valencia Alumni.”

A smarter way.
valenciacollege.edu/continuinged

13CED036

http://valenciacollege.edu/continuinged
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Improving the World, 
One Student at a Time
By Jill Wileden

foundation spotlight

Arthur Jarvis and George Jordan (top), Deb Mears and Paul Mears Jr. (bottom left), 
and Sue and Steve Foreman (bottom right)

This year, two national  
philanthropy organizations 
recognized several Valencia donors 
for service and fundraising. 
	 The Council for Resource 
Development, a national association 
of community college fundraising 
professionals, selected Paul Jr. and 
Deb Mears to receive its 2013 
Benefactors of the Year award. The 
annual award recognizes outstanding 
contributions of time and donations. 
They were honored in Washington, 

D.C., as the top philanthropists for 
an urban, public college. 
	 The Mears family and Mears 
Transportation Group have been 
involved with Valencia Foundation 
for more than a decade, and their 
contributions include an endowed 
scholarship to benefit students in 
Valencia’s hospitality management 
program. Deb has served as a board 
director since 2008. 
	 In 2010, the Mears family 
pledged $1 million to create the Paul 
Mears Sr. Take Stock in Children 
Fund. Established in memory of 
Paul Mears Sr., who served on 
the Valencia Foundation board 
in the ’90s, the fund supports 
educational opportunities through 
the Orange County Take Stock in 
Children program. Take Stock helps 
promising, at-risk children succeed 
through mentoring and a guaranteed 
college scholarship. 
	 Every November, the Association 
of Fundraising Professionals 
celebrates National Philanthropy Day 
internationally. The Central Florida 
chapter’s event acknowledges  

the entire spectrum of services that 
nonprofit and civic service sectors 
provide, as well as the profound 
impact philanthropy has on the 
fabric of society. 
	 The Retired Air Force, Marine, 
Army, Navy Club earned accolades 
as the outstanding civic and service 
group. The group was started in 1974 
to unite retired military personnel 
as a brotherhood to become more 
actively involved in the community. 
	 Member Arthur Jarvis observed 
a troubling trend in his church and 
his neighborhood: Young African-
Americans wanted to attend  
college, but simply couldn’t afford 
it. Arthur raised the issue with his 
brethren, and in 1996 RAFMAN 
Club partnered with Valencia 
Foundation to begin offering the 
club’s scholarship. To date, 30 
students have received financial 
support through RAFMAN. 
	 Sue Foreman was celebrated as 
outstanding volunteer fundraiser 
for AFP’s Central Florida Chapter. 
Her passion for giving back and 
making a difference has benefited 
this community through 40 years of 
service to at least a dozen non-profits. 
As she demonstrates the power of 
volunteerism in making a difference 
to solve community challenges, Sue 
inspires others to donate their time to 
local charities and causes. 
	 Sue’s involvement with Valencia 
dates back to 1976 when, as part 
of the Junior Women’s Club, she 
worked in partnership with Valencia 
to create the Parent Resource Center, 
a family education and support 
program. She has volunteered her 
time as a Valencia Foundation board 
director since the late 1980s. 
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A briefing for Alumni, Retirees, Faculty,

Staff and Friends of Valencia

update
legislative 

As the state’s legislative session draws 
to a close, lawmakers are poised to 
give tuition relief to military veterans, 
provide a small increase in funding 
for the state’s two-year colleges and 
tackle the hot topic of in-state tuition 
for undocumented immigrants. 
	 Although economists are 
predicting that Florida will have a 
$1.2 billion budget surplus for 2014-
15, state colleges aren’t expected to 
see much of that money. Instead, 
legislators are likely to approve a 
small budget increase for the state 
colleges, with some of the funding 
based on performance measures.  
	 Along those lines, the Florida 
College System—which represents 
the 28 state colleges—asked the 
legislature for $1.16 billion in 
funding, of which an amount to  
be determined will be distributed  
to the colleges based on  
performance funding.  
	 “How much money Valencia 
gets depends on the performance 
measures chosen as the basis for 
distribution,” says Bill Mullowney, 
Valencia’s vice president for policy 
and general counsel. “But generally 
Valencia does well on performance 
funding programs.” 
	 Meanwhile, tuition waivers made 
headlines at the start of the legislative 
session, when the Legislature passed 

a bill authorizing colleges and 
universities to waive out-of-state 
fees for most military veterans. The 
“Florida G.I. Bill” won unanimous 
support in both chambers and was 
signed by Gov. Rick Scott on March 
31. Under current law, veterans who 
are not Florida residents must pay 
out-of-state rates, which can be four 
times what residents pay.  
	 While the veterans’ bill  
sailed through the Legislature, 
lawmakers debated whether Florida 
residents who are undocumented 
immigrants should be allowed to  
pay in-state tuition.  
	 Passed by the House and Senate—
and expected to be signed off by 
Scott—the bill stipulates that in-state 
tuition would be granted only to 
students who graduated from Florida 
high schools and attended school in 
Florida for their final three years of 
high school. 
	 Valencia President Sandy Shugart 
has publicly backed the proposal, 
as has Osceola Campus President 
Kathleen Plinske. In addition, a team 
of student leaders from the Osceola 
Campus traveled to Tallahassee in 
March to lobby legislators in support 
of the bill.  
	 In other news, state lawmakers 
made headlines when a few 
complained that some of the state’s 

two-year colleges have been so 
aggressively adding bachelor-degree 
programs that the colleges are 
beginning to infringe on the role  
of the state’s universities. After  
some discussion, the college 
system and the legislators agreed 
to a compromise designed to ease 
tensions: a one-year moratorium on 
new bachelor’s degrees. 
	 “This is not a huge issue for 
Valencia,” says Mullowney.  
“We have several bachelor-degree 
programs initiated in collaboration 
with the University of Central  
Florida and they’re all very 
workforce-related. Plus, our Direct 
Connect articulation program with 
the University of Central Florida is a 
model for the nation and exemplifies 
our strong partnership.” 
	 Finally, legislators continue to 
express concern about the high cost 
of textbooks—and are expected to 
require state colleges to give students 
more advance notice about textbook 
prices before classes start. Lawmakers 
are also expected to lump “other 
instructional materials” into rules 
aimed at keeping textbook prices low. 
	 “Textbook affordability continues 
to be an issue in the Legislature,” 
Mullowney says. “We at Valencia are 
concerned about it as well.”

Lawmakers Address 
Waivers, Funding 
and Textbook Costs

Photograph by flguardian2
By Linda Shrieves Beaty



Stay Connected.

Sara Brady ’76 
Owner, Sara Brady Public Relations
Winter Park, Florida
Valencia Alumni Association Member

It’s the best way to know what’s going on with Valencia, other alumni  
and the community—and it’s free! For more information and to apply  
for membership, please visit our website at valenciacollege.edu/alumni  
or contact us at 407-582-3426.

• 	 Subscription to Vitae magazine

• 	� 10 percent discount on Valencia 
continuing education classes                       
and programs

• 	� Discounted Valencia College  
Theater performances

Benefits and Services Include:

FULL MEMBER
Has successfully completed a 
certificate program or earned a 
degree at Valencia.

Valencia Alumni Association
1768 Park Center Drive
Orlando, FL 32835
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STUDENT MEMBER
Has started but not yet completed 
a certificate program or degree 
at Valencia.
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• 	� Employment services for job seekers 
and employers

• 	� Free membership in Valencia Alumni 
Rewards discounts program

• 	Discounted Valencia 5K registration

http://www.valenciacollege.edu/alumni

